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PACKAGES OF ACCLIMATION TO THE CHIMBORAZO VOLCANO 
Andes Climbing Ecuador S.A 

Direct Tour Operator 
 

Chimborazo (20,702ft/6.310m) is the highest volcano and mountain in Ecuador and further from the center 
point on Earth, is the closest to outer space point, why it is called as "the closest point to the Sun" due to the 
Earth's diameter in the equatorial latitude is greater than in the latitude of Everest (about 28 ° north) His last 
known eruption is believed to have produced about 550 dC. is located in the central Andes, 150 km southwest 
of Quito and 49 km northwest of Riobamba. 
 
Measured from the center of the earth, is the highest mountain in the world beating a mile in height Everest. 
 
Reaching the summit requires knowledge, mountaineering experience and acclimatization, however, we 
include in our programas glacier training in Cotopaxi-, the effort are definitely worth it because you will have a 
good view, the ascent takes between 6-8 hours while the descent requires around 2-3 hours. 
Climbing at this altitude can be very difficult, so please be sure that you are well prepared. The more 
mountains you climb prior to Chimborazo the better prepared you will be. Following an acclimatization 
program offers a much higher chance of making a successful climb of Chimborazo, Here I send some options, 
please choose the one that best suits your needs. 

 
OPTION #1 
ACCLIMATIZATION PACKAGE TO THE CHIMBORAZO VOLCANO, 8 DAYS 
Day 1: Machachi - Corazon Summit (15,702ft/4786m)  
We’ll leave from Quito (9,186ft/2.800m) or Machachi (9,842ft/.3000m) early in the morning (7h00) and will 
drive south through the Avenue of the Volcanoes until getting to the village of “El Chaupi”. We’ll continue 
driving up until getting the trail head (13,120ft/4.000m), where we will start our hike, the first section we will 
be hiking up through the small Andean grass. Then we will get on the sandy and scramble section, which it will 
lead us to Corazon summit (15,702ft/4786m), we’ll have lunch during the hike. It’ll take us about 8 hours 
round trip. Overnight at Machachi town. 
Day 2: Machachi - Iliniza Norte Summit (16,818ft/ 5.126 m)  
We leave from Machachi early in the morning (07h00) and will drive through the Avenue of the Volcanoes 
until getting to the village of “El Chaupi”. We’ll continue driving up until getting to “La Virgen parking lot” 
(12,795ft/3.900m) 1 hour, once there pack our climbing equipment and we’ll start a 5-7 hour hike up to the 
“Summit”. We’ll continue hiking up towards the Illiniza Norte summit (16,818ft/ 5.126 m). Once at the summit 
we’ll enjoy and admire the beautiful surroundings. The return back to the “La Virgen parking lot” 
(12,795ft/3.900m), will be done in around 2 hours, we have a box lunch for the way, and drive back to 
Machachi. 
Day 3: Relax day in Machachi (Full day rest to recover energy) 
Day 4: Machachi - Cotopaxi Refuge (15,748ft/4.800m) 
We’ll leave from Machachi (9,842ft/3.000m) in the morning (11h00) where we will change directions towards 
the east until we reach the village of Pedregal, from here will drive to the Cotopaxi parking lot 
(14,763ft/4.500m) where our driver will leave us getting to this point normally takes about 2 hours, then we’ll 
hike up for another hour to carry our entire luggage until getting the "José Rivas" Refuge (15,748ft/4.800m) 
above sea level. Here we will rest for a while. If the weather allows us in the afternoon we’ll head to the 
glaciers to practice for the following day and back to the refuge before 18h00. Dinner will be served and we 
will rest until midnight. 

http://www.andesclimbing.com/
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Day 5: Cotopaxi Refuge - Cotopaxi Summit (19,347ft/5.897m) - Machachi 
Midnight will be our wake up time and the departure to the top (19,347ft/5.897 m) will be around 01h00, not 
before having a light breakfast and get our stuff ready for the ascent which will take us about 6 to 8 hours. 
Each climber will get a box lunch for the climb. Once at the summit we’ll take our time to take pictures of the 
crater and surroundings, and then we’ll head down back the refuge (3 to 4 hours). Once at the refuge will pack 
our belongings and go back to the parking lot where our transportation will be ready to take us back to 
Machachi. 
Day 6: Relax day in Machachi (Full day rest to recover energy) 
Day 7: Machachi - Chimborazo Refuge (15,744 ft/4,800 m) 
From Machachi (10h00), we’ll drive southwest to the Ambato town (2hours drive) where we will have the 
lunch, after we will drive to the Chimborazo’s Reserve entrance for about 1 hour more, until getting to the 
Hermanos Carrel refuge (15,744 ft/4,800 m) In the afternoon we’ll have dinner around 17:00pm and then get 
some rest until 22:00, our wake up time. There will be an early light breakfast served just before getting ready 
with our gear and start heading up. 
Day 8: Refuge - Chimborazo Summit (20,702ft/6.310m) - Quito 
At midnight we’ll start our climb to the top of Ecuador’s highest mountain, Chimborazo, which will take us 
about 8 to 10 hours. Each climber will get a box lunch for the ascending. We’ll get to the summit in the early 
hours (20,702ft/6.310m) the perfect spot for resting and picture taking of the beautiful Andean surroundings. 
Then, we’ll start our descending to the Refuge; it will take us from 3 to 4 hours. Once in “Whymper Refuge” 
we’ll pack our things and go down to “Hermanos Carrel Refuge”, and drive back to Machachi/Quito. 
Price per person: 
• 1 person private tour: $1.195 
• Group of 2 people: $795 each one 
• Groups of 3 people or more: $750 each one 
The price includes: 
• A registered and fully licensed Tour Operator 
• Food in the mountains 
• Private transport 
• Professional High Mountain Guide (ratio of 2 mountain climbers with one guide in Glacier) 
• National Parks entrance fees 
• Accommodation at the “Jose Rivas” and “Hermanos Carrel” Refuges 
• Technical mountain equipment: plastic mountain boots, crampons, harness, rope, snow stake, carabiner no 
more. 
The price does not include: 
• Any type of Insurance 
• Personal Mountain Equipment: Waterproof clothing, warm clothing, backpack, warm hat, sleeping bag, 
headlamp, snow gloves, helmet, pair of gaiters, trekking boots, water bottle, sun cream. 
• Hotels in Machachi town 
• Food in Hotels 
• Tips 
• Other expenses not specified 
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OPTION #2 

TREKKING AROUND COTOPAXI VOLCANO WITH ASCENT TO COTOPAXI AND CHIMBORAZO, 8 DAYS 
Day 1: Machachi /Quito – "Verdecocha” lake (13.779ft /4.200m) 
We leave from Quito (9,186ft/2.800m) or Machachi (9,842ft/3.000m) for the drive out to the south of the 
Cotopaxi National Park. We drive for about 2 hours until get "El Morro" (12,795ft /3.900m) our start point 
here are waiting the mules we will load all the luggage and trek over to the "Verdecocha lake" which is close to 
“Quilindaña” Volcano where we will set up camp for the first night, reach our first camp we take about 3-5 
hours, dinner and rest until the next day. Overnight in tents. 
Day 2: "Verdecocha” lake (13.779ft /4.200m) – Chirimachay Camp (13.123ft/4.000m) 
After a good breakfast, we spent trekking around the base of Cotopaxi, from the south face to the north face, 
we'll look mineral waters leaving large rocks between Cotopaxi Volcano. This area of the park has an 
outstanding natural beauty, and it's common to catch sight of the Andean Condor in all it's splendor.  During 
the trek we will be able to see various surrounding volcanoes like: Antizana, Sincholagua, Quilindaña, etc- not 
to mention Cotopaxi which will be in sight thoughout the tour!  This tour is a must for the nature enthusiast as 
the flora and fauna of the area is stunning and this is a largely unspoilt area of the national park. It normally 
takes us 6-8 hours reach our second camp, dinner and rest until the next day. Overnight in tents. 
Day 3: Chirimachay Camp (13.123ft/4.000m) - "Los Mortiños" Hacienda (11.893ft/3.625m) 
After a nutritious breakfast, is a last day trekking, we will continue our walk through a very nice place the 
Andean plateau, We will walk for the "Santo Domingo Lake", lots of vegetation and unparalleled views, after 
we will visit the Pre- Incan fortress of “El Pucará del Salitre” that served as a viewing point and strategic 
military spot, springs and small hills for conclude our trekking in a great accommodation called "Hacienda Los 
Mortiños" (11.893ft/3.625m) It normally takes take about 6-8 hours to reach this place, dinner and overnight 
at Hacienda Los Mortiños. 
Day 4: "Los Mortiños" Hacienda (11.893ft/3.625m) – José Rivas Refuge (15.748ft/4.800m) 
A few meters to Cotopaxi National Park remains for us to take rest in a great accommodation "Los Mortiños" 
(11.893ft/3.625m) located at the base of the volcano (has a great view) where we will have a good breakfast 
(8:00am) rest until lunch 12:00pm and 13:00 pm with our luggage ready we go to the car and will drive south 
to the Cotopaxi parking lot (14,764ft/4.500m) then we’ll hike up for another hour to the Jose Ribas Refuge 
(15,748ft/4.800m). Once at the refuge we will store our belongings in safe lockers. In the afternoon we’ll head 
up to the glacier for ice practices and training (1 hours approx). We’ll learn some basic techn iques which will 
include how to handle climbing equipment (crampons, ice axe, rope, etc). We’ll go back to the Refuge for 
dinner and rest. 
Day 5: José Rivas Refuge (4.800m/15.748ft) - Cotopaxi Summit (19.347ft/5.897m) 
Midnight will be our wake up time and the departure to the top (19,347ft/5.897m) will be around 01h00, not 
before having a light breakfast and get our stuff ready for the ascent which will take us about 6 to 8 hours. 
Each climber will get a box lunch for the climb. Once at the summit we’ll take our time to take pictures of the 
crater and surroundings, and then we’ll head down back the refuge (2 to 3 hours). Once at the refuge will pack 
our belongings and go back to the parking lot where our transportation will be ready to take us back to 
Machachi. 
Day 6: Relax day in Machachi (Full day rest to recover energy) 
Day 7: Machachi - Chimborazo Refuge (15,744 ft/4,800 m) 
From Machachi, we’ll drive southwest to the Ambato town (2hours drive) where we will have the lunch, after 
we will drive to the Chimborazo’s Reserve entrance for about 1 hour more, until getting to the Hermanos 
Carrel refuge (15,744 ft/4,800 m) In the afternoon we’ll have dinner around 17:00pm and then get some rest 
until 22:00, our wake up time. There will be an early light breakfast served just before getting ready with our 
gear and start heading up. 
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Day 8: Refuge - Chimborazo Summit (20,702ft/6.310m) - Quito 
At midnight we’ll start our climb to the top of Ecuador’s highest mountain, Chimborazo, which will take us 
about 8 to 10 hours. Each climber will get a box lunch for the ascending. We’ll get to the summit in the early 
hours (20,702ft/6.310m) the perfect spot for resting and picture taking of the beautiful Andean surroundings. 
Then, we’ll start our descending to the Refuge; it will take us from 3 to 4 hours. Once in “Whymper Refuge” 
we’ll pack our things and go down to “Hermanos Carrel Refuge”, and drive back to Machachi/Quito. 
Price per person: 
• 1 person private tour: $1.885 
• Group of 2 people: $1.250 each one 
• Groups of 3 people or more: $1.180 each one 
The price includes: 
• A registered and fully licensed Tour Operator 
• Food in the mountains 
• Private transport 
• Professional High Mountain Guide (ratio of 2 mountain climbers with one guide in Glacier)  
• National Parks entrance fees 
• Accommodation: “Jose Rivas” and “Hermanos Carrel” Refuges, Tambopaxi Lodge and Tents 
• Technical mountain equipment: plastic mountain boots, crampons, harness, rope, snow stake, carabiner no 
more. 
• All camping implement and mules 
The price does not include: 
• Any type of Insurance 
• Personal Mountain Equipment: Waterproof clothing, warm clothing, backpack, warm hat, sleeping bag, 
headlamp, snow gloves, helmet, pair of gaiters, trekking boots, water bottle, sun cream. 
• Tips 
• Other expenses not specified 

 
 
OPTION #3 

ACCLIMATIZATION PACKAGE TO THE CHIMBORAZO VOLCANO, 9 DAYS 
Day 1: Machachi – Pasochoa Summit (13,779ft/4.200m)  
At 07:00 am our driver and private transportation will be waiting for us in a pre-scheduled meeting point in 
Quito (9,186ft/2.800m) or Machachi (9,842ft/.3000m) to take us to the Pasochoa volcano. Our hike will take 
us through primary Andean forest where we will have the opportunity to observer diverse species of birds like 
the humming bird… and if luck is on our side, we might even be able to see the Andean Condor. Making it to 
the summit normally take us around 4 hours and from there it is likely you will see the Cotopaxi, Antisana, 
Ilinizas and the amazing Andean beauty. Descending back to the parking lot will take us about an hour; our 
driver will be expecting us there to take us further south to the small town of Machachi where we will spend 
the night surrounded by mountains and volcanoes.  
Day 2: Machachi - Corazon Summit (15,702ft/4786m)  
We’ll leave from Machachi (9,842ft/.3000m) early in the morning (7h00) and will drive south through the 
Avenue of the Volcanoes until getting to the village of “El Chaupi”. We’ll continue driving up until getting the 
trail head (13,120ft/4.000m), where we will start our hike, the first section we will be hiking up through the 
small Andean grass. Then we will get on the sandy and scramble section, which it will lead us to Corazon 
summit (15,702ft/4786m), we’ll have lunch during the hike. It’ll take us about 8 hours round trip. Overnight at 
Machachi town. 

http://www.andesclimbing.com/
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Day 3: Machachi - Iliniza Norte Summit (16,818ft/ 5.126 m)  
We leave from Machachi early in the morning (07h00) and will drive through the Avenue of the Volcanoes 
until getting to the village of “El Chaupi”. We’ll continue driving up until getting to “La Virgen parking lot” 
(12,795ft/3.900m) 1 hour, once there pack our climbing equipment and we’ll start a 5-7 hour hike up to the 
“Summit”. We’ll continue hiking up towards the Illiniza Norte summit (16,818ft/ 5.126 m). Once at the summit 
we’ll enjoy and admire the beautiful surroundings. The return back to the “La Virgen parking lot” 
(12,795ft/3.900m), will be done in around 2 hours, we have a box lunch for the way, and drive back to 
Machachi. 
Day 4: Relax day in Machachi (Full day rest to recover energy) 
Day 5: Machachi - Cotopaxi Refuge (15,748ft/4.800m) 
We’ll leave from Machachi (9,842ft/3.000m) in the morning (11h00) where we will change directions towards 
the east until we reach the village of Pedregal, from here will drive to the Cotopaxi parking lot 
(14,763ft/4.500m) where our driver will leave us getting to this point normally takes about 2 hours, then we’ll 
hike up for another hour to carry our entire luggage until getting the "José Rivas" Refuge (15,748ft/4.800m) 
above sea level. Here we will rest for a while. If the weather allows us in the afternoon we’ll head to the 
glaciers to practice for the following day and back to the refuge before 18h00. Dinner will be served and we 
will rest until midnight. 
Day 6: Cotopaxi Refuge - Cotopaxi Summit (19,347ft/5.897m) - Machachi 
Midnight will be our wake up time and the departure to the top (19,347ft/5.897 m) will be around 01h00, not 
before having a light breakfast and get our stuff ready for the ascent which will take us about 6 to 8 hours. 
Each climber will get a box lunch for the climb. Once at the summit we’ll take our time to take pictures of the 
crater and surroundings, and then we’ll head down back the refuge (3 to 4 hours). Once at the refuge will pack 
our belongings and go back to the parking lot where our transportation will be ready to take us back to 
Machachi. 
Day 7: Relax day in Machachi (Full day rest to recover energy) 
Day 8: Machachi - Chimborazo Refuge (15,744 ft/4,800 m) 
From Machachi (10h00), we’ll drive southwest to the Ambato town (2hours drive) where we will have the 
lunch, after we will drive to the Chimborazo’s Reserve entrance for about 1 hour more, until getting to the 
Hermanos Carrel refuge (15,744 ft/4,800 m) In the afternoon we’ll have dinner around 17:00pm and then get 
some rest until 22:00, our wake up time. There will be an early light breakfast served just before getting ready 
with our gear and start heading up. 
Day 9: Refuge - Chimborazo Summit (20,702ft/6.310m) - Quito 
At midnight we’ll start our climb to the top of Ecuador’s highest mountain, Chimborazo, which will take us 
about 8 to 10 hours. Each climber will get a box lunch for the ascending. We’ll get to the summit in the early 
hours (20,702ft/6.310m) the perfect spot for resting and picture taking of the beautiful Andean surroundings. 
Then, we’ll start our descending to the Refuge; it will take us from 3 to 4 hours. Once in “Whymper Refuge” 
we’ll pack our things and go down to “Hermanos Carrel Refuge”, and drive back to Machachi/Quito. 
Price per person: 
• 1 person private tour: $1.350 
• Group of 2 people: $890 each one 
• Groups of 3 people or more: $840 each one 
The price includes: 
• A registered and fully licensed Tour Operator 
• Food in the mountains 
• Private transport 
• Professional High Mountain Guide (ratio of 2 mountain climbers with one guide in Glacier)  
• National Parks entrance fees 

http://www.andesclimbing.com/
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• Accommodation at the “Jose Rivas” and “Hermanos Carrel” Refuges 
• Technical mountain equipment: plastic mountain boots, crampons, harness, rope, snow stake, carabiner no 
more. 
The price does not include: 
• Any type of Insurance 
• Personal Mountain Equipment: Waterproof clothing, warm clothing, backpack, warm hat, sleeping bag, 
headlamp, snow gloves, helmet, pair of gaiters, trekking boots, water bottle, sun cream. 
• Hotels in Machachi town 
• Food in Hotels 
• Tips 
• Other expenses not specified 
 

 
 
OPTION #4  
ACCLIMATIZATION PACKAGE TO THE CHIMBORAZO VOLCANO, 9 DAYS 
Day 1: Machachi – Corazon Summit (15,702ft/4786m)  
We’ll leave from Quito (9,186ft/2.800m) or Machachi (9,842ft/3.000m) early in the morning (7h00) and will 
drive south through the Avenue of the Volcanoes until getting to the village of “El Chaupi”. We’ll continue 
driving up until getting the trail head (13,120ft/4.000m), where we will start our hike, the first section we will 
be hiking up through the small Andean grass. Then we will get on the sandy and scramble section, which it will 
lead us to Corazon summit (15,702ft/4786m), we’ll have lunch during the hike. It’ll take us about 8 hours 
round trip. Overnight at Machachi.  
Day 2. Machachi - Nuevos Horizontes Hut (15,580ft/4.750m) 
We’ll leave from Machachi (9,842ft/.3000m) in the morning (10h00) and will drive through the Avenue of the 
Volcanoes until getting to the village of “El Chaupi”. We’ll continue driving up until getting to “La Virgen 
parking lot” (12,795ft/3.900m), once there we’ll start a 3-hour hike up to the “Nuevos Horizontes Refuge” 
(15,580ft/4.750m), where we’ll have lunch and relax the rest of the afternoon. Dinner will be served by late 
afternoon. Overnight in the hut. 
Day 3. Nuevos Horizontes Hut - Illiniza Norte Summit (16,818ft/5.126m) - Machachi 
Our climbing day starts at 5h00. We’ll have a light breakfast, pack our climbing equipment and leave the 
refuge an hour later. We’ll continue hiking up towards the saddle formed between both peaks and then to 
Illiniza Norte summit (16,818ft/ 5.126 m) soon after. The approaching to the top involves an easy 3 hour 
scrambling. Once at the summit we’ll enjoy and admire the beautiful surroundings. The return will be by the 
other easier direct route of descent by the sand and in about 2 hours we arrive at our car and drive back to 
Machachi. 
Day 4: Relax in Machachi (Full day rest to recover energy) 
Day 5: Machachi - Cotopaxi Refuge (15,748ft/4.800m) 
We’ll leave from Machachi (9,842ft/3.000m) in the morning (11h00) where we will change directions towards 
the east until we reach the village of Pedregal, from here will drive to the Cotopaxi parking lot 
(14,763ft/4.500m) where our driver will leave us getting to this point normally takes about 2 hours, then we’ll 
hike up for another hour to carry our entire luggage until getting the "José Rivas" Refuge (15,748ft/4.800m) 
above sea level. Here we will rest for a while. If the weather allows us in the afternoon we’ll head to the 
glaciers to practice for the following day and back to the refuge before 18h00. Dinner will be served and we 
will rest until midnight. 
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Day 6: Cotopaxi Refuge - Cotopaxi Summit (19,347ft/5.897m) - Machachi 
Midnight will be our wake up time and the departure to the top (19,347ft/5.897 m) will be around 01h00, not 
before having a light breakfast and get our stuff ready for the ascent which will take us about 6 to 8 hours. 
Each climber will get a box lunch for the climb. Once at the summit we’ll take our time to take pictures of the 
crater and surroundings, and then we’ll head down back the refuge (3 to 4 hours). Once at the refuge will pack 
our belongings and go back to the parking lot where our transportation will be ready to take us back to 
Machachi. 
Day 7: Relax day in Machachi (Full day rest to recover energy) 
Day 8: Machachi - Chimborazo Refuge (15,744 ft/4,800 m) 
From Machachi (10h00), we’ll drive southwest to the Ambato town (2hours drive) where we will have the 
lunch, after we will drive to the Chimborazo’s Reserve entrance for about 1 hour more, until getting to the 
Hermanos Carrel refuge (15,744 ft/4,800 m) In the afternoon we’ll have dinner around 17:00pm and then get 
some rest until 22:00, our wake up time. There will be an early light breakfast served just before getting ready 
with our gear and start heading up. 
Day 9: Refuge - Chimborazo Summit (20,702ft/6.310m) - Quito 
At midnight we’ll start our climb to the top of Ecuador’s highest mountain, Chimborazo, which will take us 
about 8 to 10 hours. Each climber will get a box lunch for the ascending. We’ll get to the summit in the early 
hours (20,702ft/6.310m) the perfect spot for resting and picture taking of the beautiful Andean surroundings. 
Then, we’ll start our descending to the Refuge; it will take us from 3 to 4 hours. Once in “Whymper Refuge” 
we’ll pack our things and go down to “Hermanos Carrel Refuge”, and drive back to Machachi/Quito. 
Price per person: 
• 1 person private tour: $1.350 
• Groups of 2 people: $900 each one 
• Groups of 3 people and more: $860 each one  
The price includes: 
• A registered and fully licensed Tour Operator 
• Food in the mountains 
• Private transport 
• Professional High Mountain Guide (ratio of 2 mountain climbers with one guide in Glacier)  
• National Parks entrance fees 
• Accommodation at the: “Jose Rivas”, “Nuevos Horizontes” and “Hermanos Carrel” Refuges 
• Technical mountain equipment: plastic mountain boots, crampons, harness, rope, snow stake, carabiner no 
more. 
The price does not include: 
• Any type of Insurance 
• Personal Mountain Equipment: Waterproof clothing, warm clothing, backpack, warm hat, sleeping bag, 
headlamp, snow gloves, helmet, pair of gaiters, trekking boots, water bottle, sun cream. 
• Hotels in Machachi town 
• Food in Hotels 
• Tips 
• Other expenses not specified 
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OPTION #5  
ACCLIMATIZATION PACKAGE TO THE CHIMBORAZO VOLCANO, 10 DAYS 
Day 1: Machachi – Pasochoa Summit (13,779ft/4.200m)  
Our 10 days acclimatization adventure is an experience of a lifetime. Slowly but surely we will conquer the 
most spectacular summits of Ecuador and make our way to the grand finale at the Chimborazo Volcano at 
(20,702ft/6.310m) meters above sea level.  
At 7am our driver and private transportation will be waiting for us in a pre-scheduled meeting point in Quito 
(9,186ft/2.800m) or Machachi (9,842ft/.3000m) to take us to the Pasochoa volcano. Our hike will take us 
through primary Andean forest where we will have the opportunity to observer diverse species of birds like 
the humming bird… and if luck is on our side, we might even be able to see the Andean Condor. Making it to 
the summit normally take us around 4 hours and from there it is likely you will se the Cotopaxi, Antisana, 
Ilinizas and the amazing Andean beauty. Descending back to the parking lot will take us about an hour; our 
driver will be expecting us there to take us further south to the small town of Machachi where we will spend 
the night surrounded by mountains and volcanoes.    
Day 2: Machachi - Corazon Summit (15,708ft/4.788m)  
Our driver will take us from Machachi to the base of the Corazón Volcano; a short drive that should not take 
longer than 20 minutes. Our 5 hour hike will be composed of amazing landscapes, scrublands and even trails 
of unstable rock formations. On our way up you will be able to admire the Cotopaxi, Ilinizas and the 
Ecuadorian Pacific coast, it’s truly an amazing journey filled with visual stimulation and deep contact with 
nature. Our descent will take 2 hours and once back to the parking lot; our driver will take us to Machachi 
where we will spend the night.  
Day 3: Machachi - Nuevos Horizontes Hut (15,580ft/4.750m)  
Our team and driver will take us further south through the Pan-American Highway, a one hour ride to be 
exact. Our hike will start at the parking lot of “La Virgen” at 3,900 meters above sea level up to the “New 
Horizons” refugee at 4,750 meters above sea level. This ascension normally takes 3 hours… give or take a few 
minutes depending on the group’s physical condition. Lunch will be served at the refugee and we will rest for 
what is left of the day.  
Day 4: Nuevos Horizontes Hut - Illiniza Norte Summit (16,818ft/5.126m) - Machachi  
This day we’ll have an early start; at 5am our team will give you a wake up call followed by a substantial 
breakfast, after that is off to the summit of the North Iliniza. It normally takes us 5 hours to reach the summit 
and some segments of the trail might be very steep… 50º inclination. On the summit you will have enough 
time to regain your strength, admire the region’s beauty and take amazing photographs. Our driver will be 
waiting for us at “La Virgen” to take us back to Machachi where we will spend the night. 
Day 5: Machachi - Quilotoa Lake (12,841ft/3.914m) 
After a physically challenging day, it is advisable to relax and rest; therefore, we have scheduled a sightseeing 
program to the Quilotoa Lake. Our driver will take us south passed the city of Latacunga where we will take a 
detour west and admire little villages like Pujili, Sumbahua and Tigua, very famous for its indigenous paintings. 
It normally takes us 4 hours to arrive to the Quilotoa Volcano where you will admire unique landscapes that 
came together by volcanic eruptions millions of years ago.   
Making our way down to the base of the crater will take us a bit more than 1 hour; here you will have the 
opportunity to go on a boat ride and admire the volcanic bubbles that emerge to the surface due to volcanic 
activity. On the way up, you will have to options; either you hike up or you ride a mule… 
either way, you will enjoy the experience. Lunch will be served in one of the local restaurants and our driver 
will take us back north to Machachi where we will spend the night.  
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Day 6: Machachi - Cotopaxi Refuge (15,748ft/4.800m) 
We’ll leave from Machachi (9,842ft/3.000m) in the morning (11h00) where we will change directions towards 
the east until we reach the village of Pedregal, from here will drive to the Cotopaxi parking lot 
(14,763ft/4.500m) where our driver will leave us getting to this point normally takes about 2 hours, then we’ll 
hike up for another hour to carry our entire luggage until getting the "José Rivas" Refuge (15,748ft/4.800m) 
above sea level. Here we will rest for a while. If the weather allows us in the afternoon we’ll head to the 
glaciers to practice for the following day and back to the refuge before 18h00. Dinner will be served and we 
will rest until midnight. 
Day 7: Cotopaxi Refuge - Cotopaxi Summit (19,347ft/5.897m) - Machachi 
Midnight will be our wake up time and the departure to the top (19,347ft/5.897 m) will be around 01h00, not 
before having a light breakfast and get our stuff ready for the ascent which will take us about 6 to 8 hours. 
Each climber will get a box lunch for the climb. Once at the summit we’ll take our time to take pictures of the 
crater and surroundings, and then we’ll head down back the refuge (3 to 4 hours). Once at the refuge will pack 
our belongings and go back to the parking lot where our transportation will be ready to take us back to 
Machachi. 
Day 8: Relax day in Machachi (Full day rest to recover energy) 
Day 9: Machachi - Chimborazo Refuge (15,744 ft/4,800 m) 
From Machachi (10h00), we’ll drive southwest to the Ambato town (2hours drive) where we will have the 
lunch, after we will drive to the Chimborazo’s Reserve entrance for about 1 hour more, until getting to the 
Hermanos Carrel refuge (15,744 ft/4,800 m) In the afternoon we’ll have dinner around 17:00pm and then get 
some rest until 22:00, our wake up time. There will be an early light breakfast served just before getting ready 
with our gear and start heading up. 
Day 10: Refuge - Chimborazo Summit (20,702ft/6.310m) - Quito 
At midnight we’ll start our climb to the top of Ecuador’s highest mountain, Chimborazo, which will take us 
about 8 to 10 hours. Each climber will get a box lunch for the ascending. We’ll get to the summit in the early 
hours (20,702ft/6.310m) the perfect spot for resting and picture taking of the beautiful Andean surroundings. 
Then, we’ll start our descending to the Refuge; it will take us from 3 to 4 hours. Once in “Whymper Refuge” 
we’ll pack our things and go down to “Hermanos Carrel Refuge”, and drive back to Machachi/Quito. 
Price per person:  
• 1 person private tour: $1.695 
• Group of 2 people: $1.090 each one 
• Groups of 3 people or more: $1.040 each one 
The price includes: 
• A registered and fully licensed Tour Operator 
• Food in the mountains 
• Private transport 
• Professional High Mountain Guide (ratio of 2 mountain climbers with one guide in Glacier)  
• National Parks entrance fees 
• Accommodation at the: “Jose Rivas”, “Nuevos Horizontes” and “Hermanos Carrel” Refuges 
• Technical mountain equipment: plastic mountain boots, crampons, harness, rope, snow stake, carabiner no 
more. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.andesclimbing.com/


    10 

 

 
“Andes Climbing Ecuador S.A” Direct Tour Operator     PHONES: Mobile (593 9) 94886 895, Office (593 2) 2328094 

Diego Cumbajín Parra  Owner/Lead Guide         www.andesclimbing.com 
Address: 10 de Agosto and Venezuela      Machachi – Ecuador – South América 

The price does not include: 
• Any type of Insurance 
• Personal Mountain Equipment: Waterproof clothing, warm clothing, backpack, warm hat, sleeping bag, 
headlamp, snow gloves, helmet, pair of gaiters, trekking boots, water bottle, sun cream. 
• Hotels in Machachi town 
• Food in Hotels 
• Tips 
• Other expenses not specified 
 
 
 
 
 

Please note tips for our guides are not included in the price. If you enjoyed your trip, a tip of around 10% would 
be greatly appreciated. 
OOD LUCK, HAVE FUN AND ENJOY YOUR ADVENTURE ! 
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